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Amazement and furprize flopped Selim** 
a fudden tremor fhook her whole frame ; and 
before fhe could recover herfelf, a thin mift 
ariflng from the river, condenfed into a cloud 
and covered her entirely from the view of her 
companion. A pleaflng flumber ftole upon 
her fenfes, and when fhe awoke, .fhe found 
herfelf upon the higheft peak of mount Tau- 
rus : fhe had fcarce time for recolle&ion, 
when one of thofe benevolent genii, who 
preflde over the good and virtuous, thus ad- 
drefled her. 

I have faved thee, O Selima, if not from 
ruin, yet at le aft from the extremeft danger : 
the importunities of Zara would at length 
have prevailed ; and wine, mufle, and the 
foftefl-tales of love, would juftly have contri- 
buted to thy undoing. Thofe objects which 
affeft the fenfes flrike more ftrongly, and 
numbers reft there without looking farther, 
or confidering the great end of their exiftence, 
Th convince you of this truth, clofe thine 
eyes for a moment, then look beneath the 
mountain, and tell me what thou feeft. 

I fee, laid Selima, a vaft expanfe of water, 
and one fmall ifland in the middle of it : a 
river divides it into two parts, equally pro- 
ductive of the conveniences of life,, and tra- 
ced out into numberlefs paths, which at length 
•unite in one common road on each hae 
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This foot feems to be inhabited 
of the ri ver- This f ' . but their enti- 
ty the fame ipf cie9 ^extremely de- 

ployments au^puifm ^ are either perjpe- 

Siy toUing to amafs ^^duSS 

ceffarv portion which is allotted th 
their Support. They travel, indeed ^. through 
different paths, but their endency he 
fame : and I fee them fucceffively P 
into that illimitable track of wateis with 
looks full o f anxiety and folicxtuae, or with 
an air of the greateft gaiety and rinconcern. 

To the right is exhibited a very different 
Tcene ; a pleaflng chearfulnefs dwells upon 
every face, except a few, whofe melancholy 
caft and difpofl.tion of mind throws a gloom 
on all which they behold. Thefe chufe out 
the moft difficult paths ; they look with hor- 
ror on every innocent amufement, and par- 
take even of the neeeffaries of life with fear- 
fulnefs and trembling, and, like weary travel- 
lers, they are continually wifhing for an end 
of it. Their happier companions, who tra- 
vel with great alacrity along the borders of [ 
the river, tafte its refrefhning ftream, and ga- . 
• ther with a frugal, but unfparing hand, what- . 
ever the luxuriant foil affords them . A Arm . 

perfua- 


